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Report of the Special Committee on Surgery of the Texas 
Medical Association. Presented at the annual meeting at Dallas, 
April 27, 1886. George Cupples, M.D., Chairman and Reporter. 
This is a condensed statistical report, covering the work of one 
hundred and thirty-eight different surgeons in the state of Texas, and 
includes 4,293 operations. These are classified under fourteen heads, 
a synoptical r£sum£ of each class is also given, and a summary of 
this synopsis in addition is furnished. This latter table is as follows: 


Summary of Operations ; Recoveries and Deaths in Each Class. 
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Of these 2,080 were major operations, with 331 deaths (15.91 per 
cent.), and 2,213 were niinor operations, with 19. deaths. 

The following table of serious wound-diseases and accidents that 
complicated these operations is of special value for the purposes of 
comparison with the statistics of the same sort derived from the expe¬ 
rience of crowded city hospitals under strict antiseptic regime. 
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Summary of Cases ofSecondary Hemorrhage, Tetanus, Gangrene, I'y-emia, 
. Seitic.t.mia and Erysipelas, with Ratio of Recoveries and Deaths. 
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In the matter of aniesthetics, chloroform was used in 3,179 in¬ 
stances, ether in 122 instances, and a mixture of the two in 132 
instances. One death from chloroform is reported. In twelve in¬ 
stances alarming symptoms developed, not terminating fatally, that is, 
in one case out of every 266 where chloroform was given. Of the 
few cases in which ether alone was given, while no deaths are re¬ 
ported, in three instances, or one in every 41, alarming symptoms 
occurred. Neither death nor alarming symptoms are reported in con¬ 
nection with the cases in which the mixture of the two agents was em¬ 
ployed. 

Among the more important individual operations there are recorded 
eight disarticulations at the hip-joint, all required on account of gun¬ 
shot wounds except one, which was for a railroad injury. Four of 
these were primary operations, and these all died. Four were second¬ 
ary operations and these all recovered. Of thirteen abdominal hys¬ 
terectomies for carcinoma, one only recovered. Of five vaginal hys¬ 
terectomies, four recovered. One hundred and nineteen laparotomies 
of all kinds are reported, with forty-nine deaths. Fifty herniotomies 
with thirteen deaths; one hundred and thirty-nine lithotomies in males 
with eighteen deaths, five in females, with one death. Ninety-six 
tracheotomies for foreign bodies with three deaths; fifty-one for mem¬ 
branous or diphtheritic croup, with forty deaths. 

As the reporter very justly says, this report gives the hard every day 
work of surgeons, not in well-appointed hospitals, supplied with every 
means and appliance that modem science and the marvellous ingenu¬ 
ity of the age have placed at his disposal, but under the most difficult 
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circumstances, deprived even of necessary instruments, so that in some 
instances amputations have been done in a negro cabin with a bowie 
knife and a carpenter’s saw. 

The report is of great interest and value. The immense amount of 
labor involved in its compilation can only be appreciated by those who 
have themselves been engaged in like work. The committee hope that 
this report will be the starting point and model for annual reports here¬ 
after. We sincerely join in this sentiment, and add the wish that the 
profession of Texas may long be able to avail themselves of the same 
industrious hand and patient enthusiasm which has accomplished this 
first report L. S. Pilcher. 



